
LEGAL CATEGORY

AVM-GSLAuthorised veterinary medicine Ð general sales list. This may be sold by anyone. (Formerly GSL).

NFA-VPSNon-food animal medicine Ð veterinarian, pharmacist, Suitably Qualified Person. A medicine for companion animals which must be supplied by a veterinarian, pharmacist or Suitably Qualified Person. (Formerly PML companion animal products and a few P products)

POM-VPSPrescription-only medicine Ð veterinarian, pharmacist, Suitably Qualified Person. A medicine for food-producing animals (including horses), to be supplied only on veterinary prescription, which must be prescribed by a veterinarian, pharmacist or SQP (either orally or in
writing) and which must be supplied by one of those groups of people in accordance with the prescription. (Formerly PML livestock products, MFSX products and a few P products).

POM-V Prescription only medicine Ð veterinarian. A medicine, to be supplied only on veterinary prescription, which must be prescribed (either orally or in writing) by a veterinarian to animals under his care following a clinical assessment, and which may be supplied by a veterinarian
or pharmacist in accordance with the prescription. (Formerly POM products and a few P products).

SAESThis non-official term is used to indicate medicines marketed in accordance with the Small Animal Exemption Scheme. These are medicines for use in certain pet species (aquarium fish, cage birds, ferrets, homing pigeons, rabbits, small rodents, and terrarium animals) the
active ingredient of which has been declared by the Secretary of State as not requiring veterinary control. These medicines are exempt from the requirement for a marketing authorisation and are not therefore required to prove safety, quality or efficacy, but must be manufactured to
the same standards as authorised medicines and are subject to pharmacovigilance reporting.

*Many products are licensed to be used in different species, and some for both food producing animals and pets. Manufacturers do not always know exactly where they will
be used. If greater than 90% of sales are estimated to fall within one of the three summary categories, products are allocated to that category. If less than 90%, they are
allocated to the multi category in the survey.

Multi* 2.7%
Companion Animal 52.1%
Food Producing Animal 45.2%

2008 Species Split

It is estimated that the survey represents
approximately 90% of the UK market for
authorised animal medicines.  Survey
participants include the following companies:-

¥ Alpharma 
¥ Animalcare Limited
¥ Bayer plc
¥ Bimeda UK
¥ Boehringer Ingelheim Limited
¥ Ceva Animal Health Limited
¥ Dechra Veterinary Products
¥ Elanco Animal Health
¥ Fort Dodge Animal Health
¥ Forum Products Limited
¥ Genitrix Ltd
¥Intervet/Schering-Plough Animal Health
¥ Janssen Animal Health
¥ Merial Animal Health Ltd
¥ Novartis Animal Health UK Ltd
¥ Pfizer Ltd
¥ VŽtoquinol UK Ltd
¥ Virbac Limited

NOAH Survey Participants 2008

POM-V 75%
POM-VPS 16.4%
AVM-GSL 1.4%
NFA-VPS 7.2%
SAES 0.1%

2008 Sales by Licence Classification
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Annual Review 08/09
The National Office of Animal Health (NOAH)
represents the UK animal medicines industry: its aim
is to promote the benefits of safe, effective, quality
medicines for the health and welfare of all animals.

In early 2009, NOAH repeated the exercise it had carried
out in 2006, and held a long range planning meeting for
its members. This was to make sure that the work the
association was doing continued to reflect the real
needs of its members.

It was an interesting day. It identified what NOAH 
was fundamentally for: perhaps obviously, external
communications, member communications and
regulatory issues. But there were some new 
emphases within these areas. 

NOAH has been communicating directly with pet owners
through its Pet Health Information website since its
launch in June, to provide them information to help them
make decisions on their petsÕ healthcare. Now, mindful
of the increased public knowledge on the use of animal
medicines identified by the consumer survey undertaken
on our behalf by the Institute of Grocery Distribution, we
believe the time is right to start communicating directly
to the public on the role of livestock medicines. 
This is something that will start over the next year.

The Code of Practice on Promotion of Animal Medicines
has been integral to ensuring that the industry acts
responsibly: we are proud to be trusted to self-regulate
in this way. But NOAH has not been complacent Ð the
Code now undergoes a structured annual review to
make sure it keeps pace with promotional activities.
This year we said goodbye to Richard Arnold QC, our
excellent Chairman for nearly 7 years, but are pleased
to welcome Guy Tritton in his place. With his arrival
came the extension of the Committee to include more
independent members, including for the first time a

ÔconsumerÕ representative alongside the independent
vets and farmers.

One requirement of the Code is for all representatives
working for NOAH member companies to gain an AMTRA
Marketing Authorisation Holder qualification. This
achievement, the equivalent in academic standing to the
second year of a degree, needs more recognition both
within the industry and outside it. We also need to make
sure that the qualification continues to meet the needs of
the industry. For that reason NOAH has revitalised its
Education Committee, which can provide guidance to
AMTRA on the future direction of the qualification.

It would be wrong not to mention the Ôcredit crunchÕ, 
the topic of the year. While our industry continues to
consolidate through mergers, sales, particularly for farm
animal medicines, seem to be holding up. At the NOAH
Food Chain conference, the new trend towards home
cooking was highlighted, with locally sourced
ingredients preferred Ð good news for British farming.
There has been press coverage about the potential
adverse effects of the economy on BritainÕs pets, but we
believe cutting corners with pet health care could be a
false economy Ð and the positive benefits companion
animals bring are needed more than ever.

2009 will bring fresh challenges. Bluetongue Virus has
not gone away: the need to explain why veterinary
surgeons need a full range of antibiotics to treat animals
has not gone away either. But, in its place as a partner
in improving and maintaining the health and welfare of
BritainÕs farm and companion animals, NOAH looks
forward to those challenges.

Chairman and Chief Executive•s Report
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Associate Members
(These are companies that at present do not hold a UK marketing
authorisation for animal medicines but are otherwise involved in the industry.) 

¥ ADAS
¥ DMR Kynetec  (formerly GfK Group)
¥ Don Whitley Scientific Ltd
¥ Meridian Scientific Consulting
¥ Probiotics International
¥ Triveritas 
¥ Veterinary Laboratories Agency

The overall market figure from the survey, based on sales for products net of all discounts, at ex-manufacturers
prices, in categories POM-V, POM-VPS, SAES, AVM-GSL and NFA-VPS for 2008 is £451.4M.

Corporate Members(As at April 2009)

¥ Abbott Animal Health
¥ Alpharma
¥ Alstoe Ltd
¥ Animalcare Ltd
¥ Animax Ltd
¥ Bayer plc
¥ Beaphar UK Ltd
¥ Boehringer Ingelheim Vetmedica
¥ Ceva Animal Health Ltd
¥ Chanelle Animal Health

¥ Cross VetPharm Group UK Ltd
¥ Dechra Veterinary Products 
¥ Dorwest Herbs
¥ ECO Animal Health Ltd
¥ Elanco Animal Health
¥ Fort Dodge Animal Health 
¥ Forum Products Ltd
¥ Genitrix Animal Health and Nutrition
¥ Huvepharma
¥ Intervet/Schering-Plough Animal Health

¥ Janssen Cilag Ltd
¥ J M Loveridge
¥ Johnsons Veterinary Products Ltd
¥ Merial Animal Health Ltd
¥ Novartis Animal Health Ltd
¥ Pfizer Ltd
¥ Seven Seas
¥ Vetoquinol UK Ltd
¥ Virbac Ltd

For more ÒFacts and FiguresÓ please visit www.noah.co.uk and link from ÒAbout NOAHÓ. 



● To help promote pet health and welfare, and
to try to establish it firmly in ownersÕ minds
as part of their love for pets, NOAH launched
its Pet Health Information website
www.pethealthinfo.org.uk in June. This is a
Ôone stop shopÕ featuring a wealth of animal
health information and advice to help owners
and potential owners to make decisions
about their petsÕ healthcare.

● The Pet Health Information website was
launched at NOAHÕs 3rd Pet Event, held at 
1 Great George St in London, by Chairman of
the Companion Animal Welfare Council Lord
Soulsby. The event was attended by many
guests including Ian Cawsey MP, Roger Gale
MP, celebrity vets Scott Miller and Marc
Abraham and representatives from a wide
range of pet and animal welfare organisations.

● Since the launch the number of visitors has
grown steadily, supported by

¥Free posters for display in veterinary
practices, pet shops, pharmacies

¥Poster on the back of every copy of the
NOAH compendium

¥ÔIt shouldnÕt happen to a PetÕ competition for
vets and pet stores to help launch the site

¥Quarterly newsletters

¥PHI business card Ð which we hope
veterinary practices, pharmacists, animal
health merchants and pet shops will give to
their customers to encourage a visit to the
site and more importantly after they have
visited the site to encourage them to visit a
pet health specialist for further advice on
preventative health.

● NOAH has continued as trustee of National
Pet Month, along with Pet Food
Manufacturers Association and Pet Care
Trust. The theme for 2008 was ÔGreat British
PetsÕ which gave the opportunity for an
excellent art competition in schools, a
photographic competition in conjunction with
Your Cat and Your Dog magazine Ð all in the
name of celebrating our relationship with our
pets and promoting responsible pet
ownership. There were many successful
events held all over the country, and at least
£60,000 raised for animal charities.

● During the year meetings were held between
National Pet Month and Pet Health Council to
bring about a closer working relationship
which will see the two organisations able to
build on each othersÕ successes. NOAH
remained committed to its work, as well as
the work of the Pet Advisory Committee.

● NOAH was pleased to support the 10th
anniversary celebrations of RUMA
(Responsible Use of Medicines in Agriculture
Alliance). A seminar was held at the Farmers
Club in London chaired by Bill Wiggin MP,
then Shadow Minister for Agriculture.  Over
50 people attended from a wide cross section
of stakeholders as well as several MPs. Two
of the 5 presentations made by Institute of
Grocery Distribution (IGD) and Assured Farm
Standards (AFS) referred to the 2006 NOAH
consumer survey on consumer attitudes to
medicines and safe food in a very positive
way.  Also a parliamentary reception at
House of Lords was hosted by Lord Soulsby
to mark the end of the anniversary year, with
attendance of well over 100 guests.

08/09
● NOAH recommissioned the Institute of

Grocery Distribution (IGD) to repeat its survey
on consumer attitudes to medicines for farm
animals, this time with an added focus on
attitude to vaccines and vaccination.
Consumer awareness of animal medicines has
increased significantly over the last two years,
the survey revealed.  Encouragingly for those
who use medicines for the health and welfare
of BritainÕs farm animals, the level of
consumer concern about medicine use has
not increased correspondingly. While
consumers previously showed little
awareness of the health needs of farm
animals, now 80% of consumers are aware
that animals are given medicines to treat them
when they are sick, and 74% know that they
are vaccinated to prevent disease, compared
with only 58% for both only 2 years ago.
Clearly consumers understand and respect the
need to use animal medicines for the
treatment and prevention of disease in
animals. They believe this to be a positive
thing, as only 1% (treatment) and 3%
(vaccination) viewed it as a major concern.
This can also be seen as a demonstration of
confidence in responsible use by veterinary
surgeons and farmers.

● In February NOAH hosted its third Food Chain
Conference at The Royal Society in London.
The conference brought together those
involved in food processing, retailing and
development as well as producers, regulators
and scientists to hear a varied programme of
presentations under the conferenceÕs banner
Ð ÒThe role of vaccination in animal health Ð
future technology and societal acceptanceÓ.
The day was very successful with very
positive feedback from a wide cross section of
delegates and NOAH is already thinking about
the next event which will be held in 2011.

● Self regulation in relation to promotion of
animal medicines continued as a mainstay of
NOAH activity through the Code of Practice on
Promotion of Animal Medicines. To keep
members in touch with the requirements of the
Code, very well attended training seminars
were held in June and September.

● Animal medicines companies in the UK rose to
the challenge to help keep Bluetongue virus at
bay during 2008 Ð vaccine was available in
time for the 2008 midge season (the virus is
transmitted by midges) and the livestock
industry worked together to help ensure that
vaccination was carried out. It is important
that this effort continues in 2009.

● The European Technology Platform for Global
Animal Health (ETPGAH) has been in the
forefront of identifying emerging diseases,
and producing collaborative efforts to find
solutions. NOAH continued to be involved
through at a European level through 
IFAH-Europe, and chairs the Mirror Group
bringing together research organisations 
and industry in the UK.

● There was a major Positive Farm Health
Planning display at the Dairy and Livestock
Event in September: it included live
demonstrations, some sponsored by NOAH
member companies, which attracted a large
number of visitors. This helped spread the
word on the farm health planning concept
and showed the benefit of organisations
continuing to work together.

● The NOAH Compendium website
www.noahcompendium.co.uk showed its 10
millionth page in early 2009, showing the site
is a vital resource for prescribers and users
of animal medicines. The Compendium book
continues to be produced, now in four
different formats. There is an overall edition
along with three specially commissioned by
the Animal Medicines Training Regulatory
Authority (AMTRA) which exclude POM-V
medicines Ð one for all species, one for
companion animals and horses and one for
just companion animal medicines.

NOAH•s Year


